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THE HUMANE SOCIETY

OF THE UNITED STATES




April 28, 2009
The Honorable Nick Rahall II

Chair, House Natural Resources Committee

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515
Dear Chairman Rahall:
On behalf of The Humane Society of the United States, and our more than 11 million supporters, I am writing in strong support of H.R. 980, the Northern Rockies Ecosystem Protection Act of 2009 (NREPA).
This legislation, introduced by Reps. Carolyn Maloney (D-NY) and Rául Grijalva (D-AZ), will designate as wilderness all of the inventoried roadless areas in the Northern Rockies.
This is the strongest federal protection available for public land.  NREPA will protect nearly 23 million acres of wilderness in Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Oregon and Washington, including 3 million acres in Yellowstone, Glacier and Grand Teton National Parks.
Additionally, the act will restore 6,000 miles of unused or damaged roads to roadless condition, creating employment for over 2,000 workers while safeguarding numerous indigenous species including grizzly bears, elk, bison, wolves, trout and salmon.
Protecting wildlife habitat is an essential ingredient in protecting wildlife.  The HSUS is happy to endorse this legislation, and we look forward to its passage in the U.S. Congress.
Sincerely,
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